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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

For nearly 20 years Riecken Community Libraries have held to our mission
to promote democracy and prosperity in Central America through
community libraries that awaken a spirit of discovery, drive social
participation and empower communities to lift themselves out of poverty.
With over 450,000 visitors and 9,000 volunteers in this past year, we are
witness to the value they provide in essential knowledge, development of
critical thinking skills and a commitment to lifelong learning and self-
education.

With our successful sustainability model, highly replicable programs, and
team of dedicated staff and librarians, we see how the seeds we planted so
long ago have grown. In 2019, we were able to turn our focus toward some
rejuvenation efforts for the Riecken library network, such as replenishment
of equipment and materials, our first ever librarian training, renewed
relationships with some of our municipalities, and building repairs where
needed, while of course, always reaching for deeper impact.

Day-to-day living conditions are very rough in Central America, but we know
that the problems we seek to solve exist in much of the world. Our close
alignment with 10 of the UN Sustainable Development Sy

Goals for 2030 demonstrates how Riecken Community E W"
Libraries plays our part in solving these challenges, |
by empowering the communities we serve to create
sustainable local solutions.

Bill Cartwright
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Riecken Community Libraries:
A Model for Sustainability

Community Rlecke.n Co_mmumty Local
Libraries Government
Local Governing Board Partners/Donations Librarian's Salary
Local Volunteers Technical Advice Utilities
Local Programming Training Land/Building
Initiatives Building Construction

o o Legal Recognition
Fundraising Activities Institutional Visits for Local Management
International Volunteers







