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In 2017, the world saw increasing
violence and corruption in Central
America, making a region living with
extreme poverty, political turmoil and
lack of opportunity even more
challenging. For the people in many
communities in Honduras and
Guatemala, “safe spaces” outside of their
own homes are hard to find, although
desperately needed.
 
For 65 communities in Honduras and
Guatemala, a Riecken Community Library
offers such a safe public space - open to
all and free of cost. Inside each library,
people of all ages gather, do homework
and research, improve reading skills, and
access technology. As community hubs,
they are meeting spaces for a variety of
purposes and help advance the
sustainable development of the
communities.
 
Many people go to a library to participate
in programs offered - and driven by local
demand - at their local library.
Programs may include support for local
teachers, early childhood development
and nutrition sessions, 
 

 youth and youth leadership groups,
entrepreneurship, women’s leadership
development, temporary health clinic
days, training in use of technology,
environmental sustainability and reading
programs.
 
Riecken Community Libraries are not a
solution to the problems faced in the
remote, rural and generally poor
communities we serve. But they provide
safe, productive ways to engage those in
the community to work and learn
together, offer some foundation for the
creation of opportunities, and leverage a
model built on a partnership between
communities, their municipal
governments and Riecken Foundation.
This model (shown later in this report), is
critical in our ability to serve so many
people with constrained resources.
 
While 2017 was overall a year focused on
maintaining our libraries and programs at
their current level, our librarians, limited
staff and volunteers dedicated their
resources and efforts to help develop
educated, healthy and creative
communities in Guatemala and
Honduras.
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President, Riecken Community Libraries

Message from the President



Riecken Community Libraries: 
A Model for Sustainability

Many rural libraries in developing countries perish early from neglect, and lack of on-going
management, relevant programs, or sustained community involvement. The key to the
sustainable success of the Riecken Community Library networks in Guatemala and Honduras is
the on-going cooperation between:
 
* An organized group of volunteer citizens who manage and lead construction, maintenance
and staffing of the library, and are responsible for the ongoing success of activities and
programming
 
* The municipal governmentthat that provides land and funding, and supports the library’s
work as a recognized part of the community infrastructure
 
* The Riecken Foundation, who guides the overall establishment of the library, providing
direction, financial resources, ongoing training and programming.
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Visits in 2017 - 53% women/girls and 47% men/boys
 
Of visitors are younger than 12 years old, 27% are 23 and older
 
Visitors used technology in 2017, over half of them women and girls
 
Technology users regularly connected to the internet
 
Local community volunteers in 2017, including 1,100 new volunteers
 
Volunteer hours logged, avg. of 3 hrs/week per volunteer 
 
Value at minimum wage of $1.23USD
 

Key Riecken Library Statistics 2017
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Where We Work
Honduras
 
 

Guatemala
 Population: 8,303,771 

 
53 community libraries
in the Riecken
Honduras Network.  
 
2017 there were
316,429 users with the
support of 6,123
volunteers  

Population: 16,176,034
 
12 community libraries
in the  Riecken
Guatemala Network
 
In 2017, there were
105.475 users, with the
support of 1,195
volunteers 
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Patricia Price Peterson Foundation 
Board Members of Riecken Foundation 
Kissick Family Foundation 
Donors to Global Giving and Riecken.org
Many Thousands of Local Volunteers

With Gratitude to Our 2017 Supporters

USAID/ASHA
BFB Foundation
Friends of Riecken Community Libraries
Inter-American Development Bank
Government of Japan
David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
 

With limited new outside funding in 2017,
Riecken Community Libraries in Honduras
and Guatemala continued with existing
programs in Early Childhood Development
and Nutrition, Women’s Leadership, Girl
Readers and the beginning of a generous
USAID/ASHA grant delivering durable
commodities including books, technology,
equipment and furniture. 
 
However, each Riecken library remains open
and functions offering community services,
and its own vibrant community-driven
programs for reading, public school support,
community health and nutrition, homework
sessions, community meetings. (see A Day in
the Life of a Riecken Community Library.) 
 
Emphasizing development of local
leadership, reducing the digital divide in

2017 Highlights

these rural and often remote
communities, and preserving oral
tradition and language were key
objectives. 



Percentage of Expenses by Category 2017

                                                      
 Fundraising  11%     
 Programs  68%                                
 External Services  3%

Human Resources  9%
Operations  2%
Travel  7%                                                         

Riecken Foundation Income/Expenses 2017



 

HONDURAS REGIONAL OFFICE
 

La Fundación Riecken
Colonia Florencia Oeste,

3ª calle, Bloque B, casa 3619
Tegucigalpa, Honduras

 
 

Tel: +504-2243-4629
info@rieckenlibraries.org

GUATEMALA REGIONAL OFFICE
 

La Fundación Riecken
Condominio El Injertal,

casa 7, zona 1
San Felipe de Jesús (La Antigua

Guatemala), Guatemala
 

Tel: +502-7831-1859
info@rieckenlibraries.org

US OFFICE
 

ESG, Inc.
The Riecken Foundation

C/O T. Grover
PO Box 30

Princeton, NJ 08542
USA

Tel: (650) 206-2539
info@rieckenlibraries.org


